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Translated  by 
Defense  Language  Branch 


Litchfield,  Connecticut, 
January  10,  1947. 


I,  Eutrene  H.  Doomnn,  Counselor  of  the  American  Embassy 
at  Tokyo  from  May  22,  1937,  to  December  8,  1941,  certify 
that  on  May  23,  3939,  while  Charge  d' Affaires  ad  interim 
of  the  Embassy,  I  met  Baron  Hirar.uma,  at  that  time  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Japan,  and  that  he  then  requested  me  to 
convey  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  a  proposal 
that  a  conference  of  the  Great  Powers  be  called  by  President 
Roosevelt  to  endeavor  to  avert  the  war  which  was  then 
threatening  in  Europe. 


Baron  Hiranuma  said  that  jf  war  should  break  out 


in  Europe  the  United  States  and  Japan  would  inevitably  be 
drawn  into  it,  and  that  a  world  war  would  accomplish 
nothing  but  the  destruction  of  civilization.  He  added 


that  if  the  proposed  conference  could  he  held,  Japan 
would  agree  to  the  placing  before  it  of  the  Sino- Japanese 
conflict,  even  though  it  had  been  the  policy  of  the 
Japanese  Government  to  refuse  to  allow  third  countries 
to  intervene  between  Japan  and  China.  An  extended  account 
of  our  conversation  will  be  found  in  my  despatch  Ko.  3936, 
dated  June  7,  1941  from  Tokyo  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

I  had  long  been  aware  that  Baron  Hiranuma  maintained 
op*  i-”>a1  V  '•o.s'nv'l  at  ions  v-Uh  the  Emperor 
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ar.d  certain  other  influential  members  of  the  Imperial 
Family.  As  the  Japanese  Army  had  repeatedly  declared 
that  no  interposition  of  third  powers  between  Japan  and 
China  would  be  tolerated,  it  ’"as  clear  that  the  Prime 
Minister  could  not  have  made  the  proposal  described 
unless  he  were  prepared  to  invoke  the  intervent j on  of  the 
Emperor  in  overcoming  the  opposition  of  the  Army,  v'hich 
would  be  certain,  to  laying  the  Sino-Japnnese  conflict 
before  the  Western  Powers.  His  proposal  for  an  interna¬ 
tional  conference  which  vould  seek,  among  other  things, 
a  settlement  of  Sino-Japanese  issues,  postulated  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  resort  to  this  extreme  and  unprecedented  measure, 
with  results  within  Japan  no  one  could  foresee.  I  was, 
therefore,  profoundly  convinced  at  that  time  that  Boron 
Hiranuma  was  earnestly  and  courageously  seeking  to  restore 
peace  in  the  Far  East  on  a  durable  basis  and  to  avert  war 
with  any  of  the  V.'estern  Powers. 

That  conviction  ’"as  only  strengthened  by  subsequent 
knowledge  that  he  had  s’  r; orted  the  sending  in  January 
1941  of  Mr.  S.  Hashimoto  to  *he  United  States  to  explore 
with  officials  in  the  Department  of  State  and  with  leading 
Americans  the  possibility  of  negotiations  between  the 
United  States  and  Japan  looking  toward  the  resolving  of 
the  critical  situation  in  the  Pacific. 
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I  confidently  believe  th^t  no  evidence  will  be  adduced 
before  the  International  Tribunal  to  controvert  my  considered 
Judgment  that  Baron  Hiranuraa  did  not  promote  war  and 
that  he  was  not  involved  in  any  conspiracy  to  promote  war. 

/S/  Eugene  H.  Dooman 
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